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2016 IMPEL Water Conference 

“Water as a precious good for life, many reasons to protect it” 

Florence, Italy  - 5
th

 and 6
th

  October, 2016

Foreword

Water, as one of the most precious substances for life, is endangered by multiple threats, such as over-

abstraction, poor wastewater management, misuse and abuse of chemicals in agriculture, legacy of past 

poor management of industrial installations, illegal water disposal. Furthermore, climate change is 

increasing already existing challenges related to water.

The comprehensive EU Legislation is helpful for protecting water and water environments, but its full 

implementation is identified as one of the top challenges in both recent EU Commission evaluations and 

IMPEL studies. The objectives of several major EU Directives, including the Water Framework Directive 

(WFD), the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD), and Directives on Nitrates, Urban Waste Water 

Treatment, Ground Waters, and Flood Risk Management, as well as key EU Thematic Strategies, including 

the Marine and Soil Strategies, remain to be fully achieved in many Member States. For example, the 

European Commission’s review of progress with River Basin Management Plans in meeting the 

requirements of the WFD showed that only just over half of freshwater bodies across the EU currently 

achieve the required quality level of good ecological status. Diffuse source pollution from agriculture, over-

abstraction of water and physical modification of water bodies are key underlying causes of failure to 

achieve good status.   

Implementation problems may arise at several levels: in the transposition of EU legislation into national 

laws; in the setting of environmental objectives and plans in Member States, in the enforcement of rules 

and regulations, for example through permitting and inspection regimes. IMPEL provides for a specific 

approach to water-related issues through the Water and Land Expert Team (W&LET), that will address 

implementation challenges in all such levels.

An IMPEL specific project, aimed at a complete water protection approach, has been developed: the SWETE 

(Safeguarding Water Environment Throughout Europe) Project, that produced a first overview of the state 

of the art of water protection activities in the IMPEL community and that will provide, in the near future, 

the framework for discussions and best practice sharing in this field. 

The 2016 IMPEL Water Conference 

The Conference will build on the IMPEL Water and Land Expert Team activities and experiences to improve 

Water Framework Directive implementation through good regulatory practices.

The Conference aims at improving understanding of WFD implementation issues from across the EU 

Member States using the findings of the SWETE project questionnaire and direct information from key MS. 

From this, the needs and priorities for support and mechanisms for providing best practice information will 

be determined. A primary aim and intended outcome of the Conference is building and strengthening the 
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IMPEL Water and Land community through the offering of mutual support, training opportunity and 

exchange of good practices.   

More generally, the Water Conference will treat topics related to the Water Framework Directive 

implementation challenges and Marine Strategy deployment, in particular with regard to IMPEL members’ 

knowledge and experiences in challenges, problems, best practices and points of view about: 

• agricolture: diffuse pollution, use of pesticides 

• waste water treatment and sewerage systems, households 

• over-allocation of water resources and over-abstraction of water 

• ecological status of water bodies 

• soil contamination and underground water quality 

• IED and water quality  

• physical modification of water bodies, affecting hydro-geomorphology and the achievement of 

good ecological status 

• restoration of water and wetland habitats 

• flood protection issues and related possible environmental consequences of measures to tackle 

flood risks 

• marine strategy issues 

 

Program of the Conference 
 

Dates and Venue:  

The conference will take place in Florence (Italy) on the 5
th

 and 6
th

 of  October 2016. 

Regione Toscana (Italy) has generously put at our disposal the Pegaso Room in Palazzo Strozzi Sacrati, 

Piazza Duomo 10, Florence.  

 

General Structure of the Conference (first outlook): 

1) Opening session:  

General overview on water protection in Europe: challenges and perspectives 

UN FAO, EC Commission and Italian Government and Regional Authorities have been invited to 

present general and local view on water issues 

2) Thematic session: 

Illustration of IMPEL Experiences in water protection, perspectives, aims for future work 

3) Work session:  

Beak out into Groups to discuss topics and define future aims and priorites of IMPEL in water 

environment protection 

 

The Final Program of the Conference will be sent at a later date, nearer to the conference date. 


